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scheme planned, however, so carefully had he meas-
ured his own powers, that the course was carried
through without the slightest interruption. The
lectures when delivered were marked by such a full,
lucid, easy-flowing style of exposition, as gave no
indication whatever of undue pressure or haste in
their composition.

Fiske's article on "The Genesis of Language,"
to which reference has been made, was published
in the October number of the " North American
Review."' In this article, after a brief survey of
the field of philological discussion Fiske advanced
some new views in regard to disputed points in the
interpretation of linguistic phenomena. Starting
with the simple juxtapositive form of objective
words as the barbaric genesis of language, he traced,
by a process of subjective elimination and inte-
gration, the gradual development, through the ag-
glutinative languages, of the present highly com-
plex inflexional or amalgamative languages. In brief,
his article was an attempt to apply the principles
of Evolution to some of the problems of philology.

Fiske sent a copy of this article, not only to Her-
bert Spencer, but also to Dr. J. Muir, an eminent
Sanskrit scholar at Edinburgh, to Professor Max
Miiller, the distinguished philologist at Oxford, and
to Michel Breal at Paris, Professor of Sanskrit in
the College de France.1

1 While this article was highly commended for its erudition, Fiske
never reprinted it.
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